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The Community Centre Assistant Manager, Pink, employed by Andaman Discoveries, has been 
coordinating with Laem Son National Park to initiate a youth conservation project, which would be 
conducted in the mangroves and jungle area surrounding the village. Pink also has plans to encourage 
the village children to read more by expanding the community centre library, which currently has only 
eight well-read books. Children’s activities included a Mother’s Day 
card making activity supported by four volunteers.       Top 

 
2. Tung Dap Conservation Group’s First Anniversary  

Last year Tung Dap villager Pin identified a need to start a 
community conservation and waste management project. One year 
and thousands of mangrove seedlings later, the group is still going 
strong and gaining more regional support for their efforts. There is 
tangible evidence of this, as monitoring efforts this month confirmed 
that no mangrove seedlings or wildlife were removed. Fish and crab 
stocks have started to improve and more villagers are realizing the 
benefits of a healthy mangrove eco-system. Keep up the good work!    
 
3. Tung Dap Waste Management Project 

Seeing the negative effects of careless people throwing litter on the ground 
or in the sea, the children are realizing the importance of waste 
management and recycling. The children take great pride in their village 
and want to reduce the amount of litter in their village and on the beach. As 
a reward for their efforts in collecting and separating the litter, the children 
receive a meal and small treat. Jaturong Klatalay says he wants people to 
take care of the environment and not make it ugly by bringing plastic bottles 
onto the island.        Top 
 
 
4. Laem Naew Waste Awareness and Recycling Project  

Environmental education and good waste practices are not formally 
taught in schools and many villages are littered with trash that washes 
up from the sea. Our two ACE graduates, Kasom and Salamah, have 
addressed this issue by starting a youth awareness and education 
campaign in their village. Over 30 village children attended the camp to 
learn about the importance of recycling and proper disposal of trash. 
Biodegradable matter is now being composted, recyclable waste sold, 
and profits put directly into the Community Fund to sponsor future 
public awareness campaigns. We’re currently assisting Kasom and 

Salamah to meet with local authorities to arrange monthly collection – currently no one is coming to the 
village to collect the trash, requiring individuals to dispose of it.       Top 
  
5. Youth Action Conservation Training Youth Education  

Forty youths from the local area have begun to implement their 
different projects, which include beach reforestation, a recycling 
campaign, planting a community garden, and shrimp farm research to 
assess the environmental impacts on the surrounding mangroves. The 
Youth ACT project focuses on a “Local Action, Global Change” 
philosophy and promotes youth understanding of the interconnections 
between society and the environment, and how each person can 
make a difference through collective action. Staff are monitoring 
progress and helping students make appointments with National Park 
officials, community leaders, and other organizations to assist with the 
implementation of their projects.  

             Top 
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6. University of Birmingham, Intervol Volunteering Team 2007 

Following the success of last year’s group, Andaman Discoveries 
was delighted to welcome back the University of Birmingham, 
Intervol Volunteering Team. The 11 volunteers joined us for five 
weeks, working on several community-led projects focusing on 
sustainability and empowerment. The team raised a staggering 
₤2,000 (124,000 baht), which is being used to fund the projects they 
are working on. After an introductory workshop with the North 
Andaman Tsunami Relief founder Bodhi Garrett, the team went to 
Tharn Kirin Tsunami village with Su, our handicraft manager, for Thai 
lessons with the community. There was more laughing than 
speaking but that’s what we like here at Andaman Discoveries! The 
volunteers then made delicious Thai dessert as a reward for their efforts in the Thai language.  Top 
 
7. Thai/English Phrasebooks  

Previous volunteers created a comprehensive Thai/English 
phrasebook for visitors to improve communication between 
villagers and guests. At the request of villagers, who are keen to 
improve their English skills, this has now been translated into a 
Thai-to-English version, complete with an easy to follow 
pronunciation section for Thais. This will allow villagers to learn 
the English vocabulary they need for basic conversation while 
serving as homestay host families and local guides.  
 
After piloting the phrasebook with host families and guests in 
Ban Talae Nok, host mother Ja Ha said it was exactly what she 
needed to help her communicate with guests and volunteers. 

Host mother Ja Maria said she’s going to use it for self-study in her free time. Andaman Discoveries 
wanted to present the Phrasebook to families in the villages that we work. Volunteers worked with 
children of Tharn Kirin Tsunami village to cover and decorate the phrasebooks using recycled paper from 
the Bak Jok Recycled Paper Cooperative. This was a great creative activity for the children, who also 
practiced their English with the volunteers, but also provided income for the paper group, who always 
need assistance selling their paper and cards (http://www.tsunamicrafts.com).    
     Top 
 
8. Vacationing and Volunteering 

Gemma (UK), Tessa (UK), Catherine (UK), and Lindsey (USA) are among a 
growing number of people who want more from a holiday. Not content with lazing 
on a beach working on their tan, they want to ‘give something back’ to the 
communities that they visit. Andaman Discoveries helps people to do this by 
organizing short-term volunteer placements in the villages in which we work. The 
group was with us for five days and worked on mangrove restoration, a creative 
workshop making Mother’s Day cards with children, teaching English to the Soap 
Cooperative, and orchid conservation. Many thanks to Nikki from Go Differently 
tours, who is supporting sustainable tourism by sending us responsible travelers 
and pro-active volunteers. We need more!  
 
If you would like to visit us or fund a project, please contact us at 
info@andamandiscoveries.com. Everything we and the villagers do is made 
possible by volunteers and donations. It doesn’t cost a lot to make a lot of difference!      
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